
PASTORAL VIABILITY OF PARISH LIFE - DIOCESE OF BISMARCK 

Our bishop and priests have identified some key indicators of parish vitality.  Below are a series of statements related to 

these vitality indicators.  P lease indicate how descriptive these statements are of your parish using  a scale from 1  to 7  (w h e r e  

1 in d ic a te s “ N o t a t All De sc r ip tiv e ”  a n d  w h e r e  7 in d ic a te s “ Ve r y  De sc r ip tiv e ”   Ple a se  m a r k  th e  DK c o lu m n  if y o u  

d o  n o t k n o w , o r   w r ite  N /A if y o u  b e lie v e  th e  ite m  d o e s n o t a p p ly  to  y o u r  p a r ish .) 

 

LIVIN G  STEW ARDSHIP: 
Our relationship with the g ifts G od g ives us truly affects our relationships with each other and our 

relationship with the F ather, S on and H oly S pirit. C hristian stewardship is a lifestyle that reflects who we 

are: disciples or followers of J esus C hrist.  S tewardship leads us to an attitude of g ratitude throug h which 

we learn to pray, serve and share as a way of life. 
            N o t a t a ll                       Ve r y  

                                           De sc r ip tiv e                     De s c r ip tiv e         DK 
1 Ou r  p a r is h  h a s  a  v ib r a n t  a ir  o f  h o s p it a lit y . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

2  Ac t iv e  in v o lv e m e n t  b y  t h e  m a j o r it y  o f  p a r is h io n e r s  is  t h e  

n o r m . 

1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

3  Ou r  p a r is h  h a s  a  r e g u la r , w e ll a t t e n d e d , o p p o r t u n it y  f o r  

Eu c h a r is t ic  Ad o r a t io n . 

1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

4  Ou r  p a r is h io n e r s  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  a c t  o n  t h e ir  “ n e e d ”  t o  g iv e . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

W ORD:   
E D U C A T ION  A N D  C A T E C H E S IS -E V A N G IL IZ A T ION : A  C atholic parish nourishes the faith life of its members 

throug h prog rams of education and catechesis for all its members. T his ong oing  formation in faith can occur in a 

variety of ways, but it includes prog rams for all ag es, from the very young , those in formative years, and adults. 
            N o t a t a ll                       Ve r y  

                                           De sc r ip tiv e                     De s c r ip tiv e         DK 
5 A q u a lity  K-12  Re lig io u s  Ed u c a tio n  p r o g r a m  is  p r o v id e d  fo r  a ll 

c h ild r e n . 
1 2  3  4  5 6 7 

 

6 Ou r  p a r is h  e m p h a s iz e s  th e  b u ild in g  a n d  r e n e w a l o f a d u lt fa ith  in  

a ll e ffo r ts . 
1 2  3  4  5 6 7 

 

7 Th e r e  is  a n  a c tiv e  Yo u th  Min is tr y  p r o g r a m  a v a ila b le  to  m e m b e r s  

o f th e  p a r is h . 
1 2  3  4  5 6 7 

 

8 Pa r is h io n e r s  e x p e r ie n c e  s p ir itu a l g r o w th  th r o u g h  in v o lv e m e n t in  

s m a ll fa ith -s h a r in g  c o m m u n itie s  a n d /o r  p a r is h  b a s e d  p a s to r a l 

m o v e m e n ts  lik e  “ W h y  Ca th o lic ? ”  

1 2  3  4  5 6 7 

 

9 Ou r  p a r is h  s u p p o r ts  a  Ca th o lic  Sc h o o l. 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

10  Ou r  p a r is h  r e a c h e s  o u t to  th o s e  w h o  d o  n o t p a r tic ip a te  in  c h u r c h  

a c tiv itie s . 
1 2  3  4  5 6 7 

 

11 Ou r  p a r is h  p la y s  a n  a c tiv e  a n d  v is ib le  r o le  in  th e  life  o f th e  

c o m m u n ity  in  w h ic h  it is  lo c a te d . 
1 2  3  4  5 6 7 

 

12  Ou r  p a r is h  r e a c h e s  o u t to  d iv e r s e  p o p u la tio n s . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

 



SACRAMEN T:  
T hroug h its sacramental life, the parish community ex periences the saving  presence of the R isen L ord in its midst.  It is 

throug h the sacraments that we are initiated into the life of C hrist throug h the power of the H oly S pirit, we ex perience 

healing  and forg iveness, and we are sent forth to be ambassadors for C hrist in the world in which we live.  E ucharist is at the 

heart and center of the parish community. A s we g ather to hear G od's W ord and celebrate the divine offering  of our lives to 

G od and of his S on to us, we not only receive C hrist but we become the Body of C hrist.  
            N o t a t a ll                       Ve r y  

                                           De sc r ip tiv e                     De s c r ip tiv e         DK 

13  Ou r  p a r is h io n e r s  p a r tic ip a te  fu lly  a n d  o b v io u s ly  in  th e  c e le b r a tio n  

o f th e  litu r g y . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

14  Th e  litu r g ie s  a t o u r  p a r is h  a r e  p r a y e r fu l, r e v e r e n t a n d  s p ir itu a lly  

m o v in g . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

15 Th e  m u s ic  a t o u r  litu r g ie s  in s p ir e s  p r a y e r  a n d  w o r s h ip  o f G o d . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

16 Th e  p r e a c h in g  a t o u r  p a r is h  c o n n e c ts  s c r ip tu r e  to  d a ily  life  a n d  

in s p ir e s  Ch r is tia n  liv in g . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

17 Ou r  p a r is h io n e r s  a r e  s p ir itu a lly  p r e p a r e d  to  liv e  th e  g o s p e l in  th e ir  

d a ily  liv e s . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

18 Ou r  p a r is h  p r o v id e s  a  v a r ie ty  o f p r a y e r  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  p o p u la r  

d e v o tio n s . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

SERVICE:  
M IN IS T R Y , C H A R IT Y  A N D  J U S T IC E :  T he parish community ensures the rig ht of the baptiz ed to a full and active 

participation in the life of the C hurch. T his is most conveniently accomplished by offering  opportunities to all 

parishioners to minister and build the community of faith. 
            N o t a t a ll                       Ve r y  

                                           De sc r ip tiv e                     De s c r ip tiv e         DK 
19 Ou r  p a r is h  a t t e n d s  t o  t h e  s p e c ia l n e e d s  a n d  s it u a t io n s  o f  

f a m ilie s  t o d a y  ( e .g . s in g le  p a r e n t s , s e p a r a t e d  a n d  d iv o r c e d , 

in t e r -c h u r c h  m a r r ia g e s , e ld e r ly , e t c .)  
1 2  3  4  5 6 7 

 

2 0  Ou r  p a r is h  a t t e n d s  t o  t h o s e  w it h  s p e c ia l n e e d s  s u c h  a s  t h e  

s ic k , h o m e b o u n d , p o o r , b e r e a v e d  a n d  im p r is o n e d . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7 
 

2 1 Ou r  p a r is h io n e r s  liv e  t h e  Ca t h o lic  p r in c ip le s  o f  s o c ia l j u s t ic e . 
1 2  3  4  5 6 7 

 

2 2  Ou r  p a r is h  o f f e r s  a  w id e  v a r ie t y  o f  o p p o r t u n it ie s  f o r  

p a r is h io n e r s  t o  b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  in  p a r is h  lif e  a n d  m in is t r y . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7 

 

2 3  Yo u t h  a r e  a c t iv e ly  in v o lv e d  in  t h e  lif e  o f  o u r  p a r is h . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

2 4  Ad u lt s  a r e  a c t iv e ly  in v o lv e d  in  t h e  lif e  o f  o u r  p a r is h . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

2 5 Ev e n t s  a n d /o r  p r o g r a m s  a t  o u r  p a r is h  a r e  w e ll a t t e n d e d . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

2 6 Ou r  p a r is h  h a s  a  c le a r  s e n s e  o f  m is s io n  a n d  p u r p o s e . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

2 7 Ou r  p a r is h  in c o m e  is  a d e q u a t e  t o  m e e t  e x p e n s e s . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

2 8 Ou r  p a r is h  r e g u la r ly  m e e t s  it s  g o a l f o r  t h e  a n n u a l G o d ’ s  

Sh a r e  Ap p e a l. 
1 2  3  4  5 6 7 

 

2 9 Ou r  p a r is h  in v e s t s  in  t h e  o n g o in g  t r a in in g  a n d  f o r m a t io n  o f  

t h e  p a s t o r  a n d  p a s t o r a l s t a f f . 
1 2  3  4  5 6 7 

 

3 0  Ou r  p a r is h  f a c ilit ie s  a r e  w e ll m a in t a in e d . 1 2  3  4  5 6 7  

W hat other activities describe the efforts of your parish to carry out the mission to Be A mbassadors for 

C hrist, L iving  S tewardship in W ord, S acrament, and S ervice?  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  


