
 PARISH  CLASSIFICATIONS  IN  THE DIOCESE OF  BISMARCK (11/08) 

 
CATHEDRAL ( OR CAPITU LAR CHU RCH) (c . 5 10) 

• Is  th e  p rin c ip a l c h u r c h  r e p re s e n tin g  th e  s e e  o f  th e  Bis h o p  o f Bis m a rc k . 

• Is  a ls o  to  ta k e  o n  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  a  p a ris h , in  w h ic h  c a s e  a  p a s to r is  a s s ig n e d . 

• As  a  p a r is h , h a s  its  o w n  a c tiv e  f in a n c e  c o u n c il, p a s to r a l c o u n c il, a n d  c o r p o r a te  b o a rd  

PARISH  (OR PAROCHIAL CHU RCH) (c c . 5 15 , 5 10, 5 18) 

• Co lla b o r a te s  w ith  n e a r b y  p a r is h e s , c h u rc h e s , a n d  o ra to rie s  

• In  th e  s ta b le  c a re  o f a  p a s to r  o r  th e  te m p o ra r y  c a re  o f a  p a r o c h ia l a d m in is tr a to r  o r p r e s b y te r a l 

s u p e r v is o r   

• Th e  p a s to r  is  in  re s id e n c e   

• Ha s  its  o w n  a c tiv e  f in a n c e  c o u n c il a n d  c o r p o r a te  b o a r d  

• Ha s  its  o w n  a c tiv e  p a s to r a l c o u n c il o r  m e m b e r s h ip  o n  th e  c lu s te r  p a s to ra l c o u n c il 

CHU RCH  (c c . 12 14 -12 2 2 ) 

• Pa s to ra l le a d e rs h ip  is  le s s  th a n  fu ll tim e  in  th e  a m o u n t o f s e rv ic e  a n d  fin a n c ia l c o m p e n s a tio n , th e  

p a s to r, p a ro c h ia l a d m in is tra to r, o r p re s b y te ra l s u p e r v is o r liv e s  in  a n o th e r c o m m u n ity  

• Ma n y  o f th e  m in is te ria l a c tiv itie s  ta k e  p la c e  a t o th e r p a ris h e s  in  th e  c lu s te r 

• Ha s  its  o w n  a c tiv e  f in a n c e  c o u n c il a n d  c o r p o r a te  b o a r d  

• Ha s  its  o w n  a c tiv e  p a s to r a l c o u n c il o r  m e m b e r s h ip  o n  th e  c lu s te r  p a s to ra l c o u n c il  

ORATORY   (c c . 12 2 3 -12 2 5 ) 

• Sta tu s  is  n o  lo n g e r th a t o f a  p a ris h  o r c h u rc h .  A w e e k ly  Su n d a y  litu r g y  is  n o t c e le b ra te d  in  th e  

b u ild in g . Th e  p e o p le  a r e  to  r e g is te r  in  a n o th e r  p a r is h  o r  c h u r c h  b e c a u s e  th a t is  w h e re  th e y  w ill 

p rim a rily  p a rtic ip a te  in  a  Su n d a y  litu rg y . 

• Th e  b u ild in g  r e m a in s  a s  a  p la c e  o f  o c c a s io n a l w o r s h ip . It m a y  b e  u s e d  f o r  w e d d in g s  a n d  

f u n e r a ls , d e v o tio n s , p r iv a te  a n d  c o m m u n a l p r a y e r , a  w e e k d a y  Ma s s , a n d  fe a s t d a y s  p r o p e r  to  

th e  o ra to r y . Th e  Ble s s e d  Sa c ra m e n t m a y  b e  r e s e r v e d , p r o v id e d  th e r e  is  a d e q u a te  s e c u r ity  a n d  

th a t c e le b r a tio n  o f  th e  Eu c h a r is t o c c u r s  th e r e  a t le a s t tw ic e  m o n th ly , in s o f a r  a s  p o s s ib le . 

Oth e r  a c tiv itie s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  m a y  b e  c o n d u c te d  a n d  f in a n c ia lly  s u p p o r te d  a s  d e te r m in e d  b y  

th e  c lu s te r p a s to ra l c o u n c il a n d  p a s to r  in  c o n s u lta tio n  w ith  th e  d io c e s e . 

• Its  o w n  c o r p o r a te  b o a r d  r e m a in s  a c tiv e . 

• Sa c r a m e n ts  o f  In itia tio n  w ill b e  c e le b r a te d  a t th e  a p p r o p r ia te  c h u r c h  in  th e  c lu s te r . 

Th e  o r a to r y  is  a d m in is te re d  a n d  m a n a g e d  b y  th e  d e s ig n a te d  p a s to r , p a r o c h ia l a d m in is tr a to r , o r  

p re s b y te ra l s u p e r v is o r. 

CLU STER 
• A c lu s te r  o f p a ris h e s , c h u r c h e s , o r  o ra to rie s  h a s  a  p rie s t a s  its  p a s to r , h o w e v e r  th e  p rie s t m a y  liv e  

a t a n o th e r  lo c a tio n  a n d  b e  p a s to r o f  m o re  th a n  o n e  c o m m u n ity  a n d  h e  m a y  b e  a s s is te d  b y  a  

p a r is h  life  c o lla b o r a to r  a n d  o r  o th e r  p a s to r a l le a d e rs . 

• Ea c h  p a ris h  a n d  c h u r c h  is  to  h a v e  its  o w n  c o r p o ra te  b o a rd , a  f in a n c e  c o u n c il; e a c h  m a y  h a v e  a  

s e p a r a te  p a s to r a l c o u n c il o r  a  jo in t p a s to r a l c o u n c il w ith  o th e r  p a ris h e s  a n d  o ra to rie s  

• All m e m b e rs  o f  th e  c lu s te r  a r e  c o m m itte d  to  a  lo n g  te r m  r e la tio n s h ip  to  p la n  a n d  p ro v id e  p a s to r a l 

c a r e  fo r  th e s e  c o m m u n itie s .  Th e y  s h a re  th e  c o s t o f  a r e a  p e rs o n n e l, m in is trie s  a n d  p a s to ra l 

p ro g r a m s  b y  a  p ro p o rtio n a te  a s s e s s m e n t. 

• In  f o r m in g  th is  r e la tio n s h ip  e a c h  p a ris h , c h u r c h , o r o r a to r y  h a s  its  o w n  p a r is h  id e n tity , c a n o n ic a l 

s ta tu s , a n d  fin a n c ia l a c c o u n ta b ility .  

CLOSED  
• Is  s u p p re s s e d  a s  a  p a ris h , c h u rc h , o r o ra to r y  fo r w h a te v e r  re a s o n . 

• Th e  c o r p o r a te  b o a r d  c o n tin u e s  a n d  d is p o s e s  o f  p r o p e r ty  a s s e ts  a n d  d is p e n s e s  f in a n c ia l a s s e ts  

to  th e  n e w  p a r is h e s  o r  c h u r c h e s  w h ic h  m e m b e r s  jo in , in  p r o p o r tio n  to  th e ir  n u m b e r s . 

• Th e  d e s ig n a te d  p a r is h  a d m in is te r s  a n d  m a in ta in s  th e  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  c lo s e d  e n tity  a n d , w h e r e  

a p p lic a b le , th e  c e m e te r y  a n d  th e  c e m e te r y  f u n d s . 

A u s e  f o r  o r  d is p o s itio n  o f  th e  b u ild in g  is  d e te r m in e d  in  c o n s u lta tio n  w ith  th e  Dio c e s a n  

Bu ild in g
 
Co m m itte e  a n d  w ith  th e  a p p r o v a l o f  th e  Bis h o p .  


